The Collegian (2002-11-04) by Strubelt, John
Legislative redistricting, the
Valley's diminishing water sup-
ply and colonias were among the
topics addressed by U.S. Senate
candidates Ron Kirk and John
Cornyn on Oct. 24 in the Student
Union's Gran Salon.
The debate was the third
between Democratic candidate
Kirk, the former mayor of Dallas,
and Republican candidate
Cornyn, the current state attorney
general.
The candidates fielded several
questions from a group of eight
panelists that included profes-
sors, students and members of
the news media. David Pearson,
associate professor of sociology,
served as moderator.
Kirk opened the debate by stat-
ing that while the Valley has
some unique challenges ahead of
it, its goals are ultimately parallel
with those of the state of Texas.
"What I've learned from my
visits here in the Valley and
around the state is that the core of
all of us want the same things--
better schools, good jobs with
fair pay, access to health care and
retirement security," Kirk said.
"But there's no question that the
Valley has some unique chal-
lenges to get us to those goals.
Good health care is too much of
rarity. We need better roads, we
need better infrastructure and
housing. But I know that work-
ing together, we can make that a
reality."
Kirk also said that Texans
should focus on their common
denominators as opposed to what
divides them.
Throughout the debate, Cornyn
stressed the need for change in
Washington, D.C. and that the
Senate's leadership is broken.
"This election is about choices,
as all elections are, but I believe
the choices that we have this
Nov. 5 are whether we are going
to have change or more of the
same in Washington, D.C.,"
Cornyn said. "Unfortunately, I
think the United States Senate
does not work the way it should
because too many special inter-
ests have prevailed over the pub-
lic interests."
The candidates sparred over
several topics, such as legislative
redistricting.
Asked why he voted to give
two new congressional seats to
Austin and Dallas as opposed to
the Valley, Cornyn said, "The
Legislative Redistricting Board,
on which I served, does not have
jurisdiction on congressional
seats. Those seats were drawn by
the federal court, so it was not
part of our responsibility. … The
people who made the complaint
about the redistricting lines were
incumbent politicians, and
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U.S. Senate candidates Ron Kirk (left) and John Cornyn squared off in their third and final
debate held Oct. 24 in the Student Union’s Gran Salon. The candidates answered questions
from a panel of professors, students and members of the news media on such topics as leg-
islative redistricting, the Valley’s water supply, colonias and immigration.
See ‘Debate,’ Page 4
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Enrollment Planning chief hired
The university's first associate
vice president for Enrollment
Planning said the goal of 20,000
students by the year 2010 is "very
doable." 
Linda Fossen began her duties
Oct. 14. 
"My duties include supervising
the workgroups that are closely
related to the recruitment and
retention of students," Fossen
said. "Specifically, I supervise
Admissions, Registration,
Financial Aid, Data Management,
Testing Office and New Student
Relations."
Fossen has begun the process of
getting acquainted with the uni-
versity and its individuals. 
" R i g h t
now, I'm




f a m i l i a r
with the
university
and with the individuals and the
students who work here," Fossen
said. "Specifically, we are work-
ing to improve our processes for
the recruitment of students, and
we are looking into improving the
retention of students."
The new associate vice presi-
dent said she will join the effort to
achieve the university's enroll-








ly asked local stores
what their best-selling
music CDs are.
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The Gorgas Science Society will present the documentary "Sahyadrís:
Mountains of the Monsoon" at 7 p.m. Thursday in the Student Union
Ballroom. Admission is free.
Christopher Wolfe, professor of political science at Marquette University and
president of the American Public Philosophy Institute, will discuss the causes
and morality of homosexuality and the appropriate social and political response
to efforts to legitimize homosexuality on the radio program "Society Under
Fire," which airs at 7:30 p.m. Thursday and 2:30 p.m. Sunday on KMBH-FM
(88.9). Wolfe is author or editor of various books, including "The Family, Civil
Society, and the State"; "Natural Law and Public Reason"; and "Homosexuality
and American Public Life." David Pearson, associate professor of sociology in
the Behavioral Sciences Department, hosts the program.   
The UTB/TSC Chorale will perform at 8 p.m. Thursday at the SET-B Lecture
Hall. The choir will perform a wide selection of music in different languages.
Admission is $3. 
The exhibit "Shared Space": Art from the Commerce Street Co-op opens
with a reception at 7:30 p.m. Friday in the Alonso Building, 501 E. St. Charles,
and will run through Nov.17. Admission is free.
Gifts & More and the UTB/TSC West Campus will sponsor the Fall for Art
show from noon to 4 p.m. Saturday at the West Campus. The exhibit will fea-
ture original art from Brownsville artists of all ages. Admission is free. For more
information, call 544-4440.
Mammograms scheduled on campus for Oct. 23 and 24 with the mobile unit
from Valley Baptist Medical Center have been canceled due to mechanical prob-
lems. The mobile unit has rescheduled for Nov. 14 and 15. Call Adelina
Buentello, Student Health Services secretary, at 544-8951 if you would like to
make an appointment. The cost of the mammogram is $65. Medicare, Medicaid
and most insurances will be accepted.
UTB/TSC students are invited to participate in the annual Martin Luther
King essay contest. The topic for the essay is "How Does Institutionalized
Racism Impact Hispanics in South Texas?" The essay should consist of two
pages, typewritten and doubled spaced. The cover page should have your name,
ID number and telephone number. The first three place winners will receive
$100, $50 and $25, respectively, and a plaque. Winners will read their essays on
Jan. 15, 2003 during the Martin Luther King Jr. program, "An Evening of
Celebration." Essays must be submitted to the Mathematics Department at
SET-B 2.454 by noon Nov. 15, 2002. For more information, call Deloria Nanze-
Davis, department chairman, at 574-6643.     
The University Book Club will meet at noon Nov. 15 at the UTB/TSC
Bookstore to discuss "Things Left Unfinished at the Time of Creation" by
John Philip Santos. This memoir explores the author's family history, including
his attempt to solve the mystery of his grandfather's suicide in San Antonio in
1939.  The work is a meditation on the nature of Mexican and Mexican-
American identity and how the two are often in conflict.  
Sigma Delta Pi seeks students who sing and recite poetry in Spanish, folk-
dance or play musical instruments to participate in its presentation of "Noche
Bohemia," scheduled for 7 p.m. Nov. 15 in the Endowment Courtyard. For
more information, contact María del Carmen González at 544-8250 or 346-
3521.
The Financial Assistance Office will be offering limited services Nov. 23 to
Dec. 8, due to computer upgrades. For more information, call 544-8277.
H-E-B's 11th annual Feast of Sharing will take place from 11a.m. to 3 p.m.
Nov. 20 at the Jacob Brown Auditorium. Volunteer coordinator Bob Clark said
volunteers are needed to decorate from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Nov.19, and from 6 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Nov. 20 to help prepare and serve meals. For more information or to
sign up to volunteer, call the Office of Student Activities at 554-5138.
The university is accepting toy and cash donations for its 11th annual Toy
Drive, which will benefit children ages 3 to 5 from Longoria Elementary.
Collection representatives and sites are as follows: Martha Espinoza, Duffey
Plaza; Norma Vera, SET-B Q2.342; Mary Helen Cuellar, Education Building
Room 8; Olga Garcia, Tandy Hall 121; Rosie Edwards, Library 211-A; Maria
Yanez and Diana Arredondo, Life and Health Sciences Rooms 2.402 and 2.436;
Mary Beth Deese, South Hall 246; Mari Espinoza, Physical Plant; Pilar Saldivar,
Gorgas Hall; Cynthia Herrera and Maria Ruth Torres, Tandy Hall 100; and
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Student charged in pot case
Campus Police have arrested a student on a charge of misdemeanor possession
of marijuana.
Jesus Perez, 25, of the 4000 block of Broadmoor Road was arrested shortly after
11 a.m. Tuesday in the parking lot next to the amphitheater, Campus Police Sgt.
Joe Lopez said.
An officer was dispatched to the scene after someone reported that a person was
smoking marijuana, Lopez said.
He said the arresting officer allegedly found 1.76 ounces of marijuana.
Perez was arraigned Tuesday before Cameron County Pct. 2, Place 2 Justice of
the Peace Oscar Tullos, who set bond at $2,000. 
A conviction on the misdemeanor charge carries a fine of no less than $2,000
and no more than 180 days in jail, Lopez said.
Rene Villarreal, director of admissions, said that Perez is enrolled this semester
as a freshman.
Dean of Students Mari Fuentes-Martin said an investigation would be conduct-
ed to determine whether the university's Code of Conduct has been violated.
By Ildefonso Ortiz
Tiempo Nuevo Editor
Advertise in The Collegian.
Call 554-5143 for the details.
Representatives from 28 companies
and agencies looked for prospective
employees during the Career Expo
Oct. 24 in the old Student Center.  
"We're happy to see that everyone
we invited [to the expo] was able to
make it…," said Mario Torres, career
specialist for the Career Services
Center.  "Based on some of the busi-
nesses that I have spoken to this morn-
ing, they return [to the expo] because
they have hired a couple of our stu-
dents from the university.  So, they
continue to return every year."
The Federal Bureau of
Investigation's information table
proved popular this semester, the first
time the law enforcement agency has
attended a career expo at the universi-
ty.
"I'm trying to look for qualified
applicants and try to spread the word
about the FBI and what we're looking
for," FBI Special Agent Joseph W.
Strantz said. "We have a massive hir-
ing going on now. … Since 9/11 we've
hired about 800 or 900 hundred new
agents and we just got authority from
Congress to hire another 800 or so
agents.  We're trying to get people to
possibly pursue a career as an FBI
agent."
Students bombarded the representa-
tives with questions regarding their
field.
Senior computer science major
Neftali Regalado attended the expo
exclusively to speak with an FBI agent
and get information about what the law
enforcement agency has to offer.
"I just came [to the Expo, seeking
information] from the FBI agents,"
Regalado said. "I'm really interested in
that. … I'm a computer science major
and that's what they're seeking at the
moment.  They were very helpful and
they answered all my questions, they
encouraged me a lot and I think I am
going for it."
Although some students, such as
Regalado, focused on one agency,
criminal justice major Jenavette
Alvear spoke with all of the law
enforcement agencies that attended the
expo.
"[I'm seeking information on] any-
thing [regarding] law enforcement,
that's going to be my major, so I want
to do anything in law enforcement,"
Alvear said. "A lot of [representatives]
give you the information like they
want you to come join them, but at the
same time I want the truth and [the
representatives] are telling me what I
want to hear and what I want to know,"
Alvear said, adding that she has not
filled any applications because "I want
to keep my options open."
Lupita Gracia, an inspector for the
U.S. Agriculture Department, had spe-
cific requirements for students who
were interested in the agency.
"To get a job, we require a degree in
agriculture biology, you could have a
degree in another field, but we do
require that [the applicant] have at
least 24 hours of biology included with
that other field," Gracia said.  
Representatives of KVEO-TV
Channel 23 participated in the career
expo, even though they do not current-
ly have job openings.
"We don't have a news department,
so unfortunately, we don't need talent,
news directors or anything like that
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Junior criminal justice major Criselda Cruz speaks with John Parrish,
personnel officer with the Harlingen Police Department, during the Oct.
24 Career Expo.
See ‘Expo,’ Page 6
An injured student, a hit and run, and a fire alarm are among the incidents
reported to Campus Police from Oct.23-30. 
At 11:14 a.m. Oct. 24, a Campus Police officer was dispatched to the Jacob
Brown Auditorium in regard to an injured person. There the officer met with
a student who said she tripped on an uneven part of the sidewalk near
Stillman Hall. The student complained of pain in her right wrist and left knee.
She was transported to Student Health Services where she was later released. 
At 3:25 p.m. that day, a Campus Police officer met with a student who
reported that her car was damaged. The student said she had parked her 2002
Pontiac Grand Am at 8 a.m. at the levee off Ringgold Street. Upon her return
at 3:25 p.m., she noticed scratches and dents on the car.   
At 7:29 a.m. Oct. 28, Campus Police was notified of a fire alarm at the
Holiday Inn. An officer dispatched to the scene did not find any visible
smoke, and an electrician determined that the battery from the smoke detec-
tor died out.
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frankly, I didn't view it as my job to pro-
tect incumbent politicians. We were
there to protect the voting rights of
Texans, not the turf of incumbents."
Kirk, however, saw things differently.
"That'll be news to [state Rep. Juan]
"Chuy" Hinojosa," Kirk said, referring
to the Democratic lawmaker from
McAllen. "I've so often heard John
Cornyn hide behind the fact that as a
lawyer and attorney general, he had to
follow the law. When he was chairman
of that redistricting commission, he was
acting in a legislative capacity. The lieu-
tenant governor of the state of Texas, a
Republican, the speaker of the house, a
Democrat Pete Laney [D-Hale Center],
two people that George Bush most
points to as the example of how you
ought to do politics like. Pete recom-
mended a plan to Mr. Cornyn and his
colleagues that they rejected, and they
did it for the partisan politics. You know
it and I know it."
Panelist Daniel Cavazos, publisher of
the Brownsville Herald, told Cornyn
that many community leaders in the
region felt that his Water Rights Task
Force did little to alleviate the Valley's
water supply problem. Cavazos noted
that a 1944 treaty stipulates that Mexico
owes the United States vast amounts of
water, and asked what Cornyn intended
to do about the problem if elected.
Cornyn responded that during the
Democratic senatorial primary debate,
Kirk said, "The water isn't there, get
over it." There are 2.5 million acre-feet
of water in reservoirs in Chihuahua that
could be used to pay down the water
debt, he said, but it is not something that
state officials have jurisdiction over
since it is an international treaty.
"What I support is focused and pre-
cise economic sanctions against the
state of Chihuahua's agricultural prod-
ucts because essentially that state has
kept that water which should come to
us, used it to grow its crops and then
intends to ships them into the United
States to the disadvantage and really the
devastation of Valley growers."
Kirk rebutted by calling Cornyn's task
force "nothing more than a photo op."
"They came down to try to politicize
an issue that's a very difficult issue,"
Kirk said. "I never said get over it. As a
senator I would continue to work and
support the efforts of Congressman
[Solomon] Ortiz [D-Corpus Christi]
and Hinojosa and others to get drought
relief payments for our farmers who
desperately need it, to hold Mexico's
feet to the fire to come up with a real
payment schedule. The 90,000 acre-feet
they released is a good start, but it's not
an answer. We need a long-term pay-
ment plan."
Asked what he would do regarding
the issue of colonias, Kirk said he
would continue to support the efforts of
Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison (R-Dallas).
Cornyn said that as attorney general,
he has enforced the anti-colonia prolif-
eration laws, which make sure that
"unscrupulous developers don't take
advantage of immigrants that come here
seeking nothing more than the
American Dream and hope for home-
ownership."
The candidates also squared off on
the issue of immigration.
Cornyn said that the federal govern-
ment has not lived up to its responsibil-
ities and has simply abdicated its
responsibilities for the international
border. He said he would be an advo-
cate for the border region if elected to
the Senate.
"I happen to believe that we're a
stronger state and nation because we are
a nation of immigrants--that people
come here willing to work hard, willing
to contribute and willing to try to
achieve a better life for their families,"
Cornyn said. "That's something we
ought to encourage, not discourage."
Kirk, however, attacked Cornyn's
actions regarding immigration.
"Of course what you didn't hear from
Mr. Cornyn is, as attorney general, he
aggressively filed a lawsuit against hos-
pitals if they provided treatment to ille-
gal immigrants and denied them the
reimbursement from Medicare," Kirk
said. "It cost many of our hospitals
along the border and rural Texas, our
community hospitals millions of dol-
lars. Now again, one of the critical
issues--we've heard so many agree-
ments between us tonight--is the differ-
ence between what we state and what
we've done, and as attorney general he
had a chance to do something about this
but he didn't."
Asked whether he would support a
war with Iraq, Kirk said that since he
does not have access to the critical intel-
ligence information the president and
his advisers do, and if they are under the
impression that Iraq poses a serious
threat to the security of the U.S., he
would defer to the president's decision.
However, he emphasized that the
nation's goal should be to "never go to
war unless it's absolutely necessary to
go to war."
Cornyn thinks Bush has handled the
matter appropriately, but said that  Kirk
made some negative comments that
showed a "lack of temperament and
judgment."
"Mr. Kirk, when we were talking
about Iraq, injected very divisive com-
ments about race and class, saying only
the sons and daughters of millionaires
should be the ones who go to Iraq to
fight, which later he apologized for, as
he should," Cornyn said.
In his closing statement, Cornyn
reemphasized his desire for change in
Washington.
"I think the Senate leadership is bro-
ken, and we have an opportunity on
Nov. 5 to choose more of the same or
change, and I propose we change and
get the people's business moving
again," Cornyn said.
Kirk ended the debate by urging vot-
ers to compare the two candidates'
records.
"I think one of the critical issues fac-
ing you tonight is how do you separate
all the rhetoric. … I'd like you to take
the time to look at our records and make
the judgment on who you believe really
has the commitment to go to
Washington, to help reduce the parti-
sanship and get things done," Kirk said.
"I have no regard to go to Washington
to be just another vote. I want to go to
Washington because I want to be a
voice, I want to be a voice that lowers
the partisanship so we can get
Democrats and Republicans to work
together to solve these problems that we
talked about."
Audience reaction to the Oct. 24
debate between U.S. Senate candi-
dates John Cornyn and Ron Kirk was
favorable.
The rivals debated issues ranging
from health care to a possible war
with Iraq before hundreds of specta-
tors at the Student Union Ballroom. It
was the last debate between
Republican Cornyn and Democrat
Kirk before Tuesday's general elec-
tion.
Albert Vasquez, senior history
major, said that the issues addressed
during the first U.S. Senate debate on
campus, resolved some of his con-
cerns.
"… This is actually the first [debate]
I've watched," Vasquez said.  "…
They [were] both covering themselves
a little bit, going at each other, but you
really didn't feel like they [were] both
telling you exactly where they stood.
They were just trying to cover them-
selves up and not open themselves up
to any vulnerability.  I still have some
questions, but it did clear up a couple
of things."
The panelists queried Cornyn and
Kirk on a wide range of topics.
"I think one of the best things about
the debate was the fact that because
we had so many people on the panel,
with such diverse interests, that we
were able to pose to them a series of
questions which I think a smaller
panel or a single discussion with a sin-
gle moderator simply wouldn't have
been possible," said David Pearson,
associate professor of sociology and
moderator for the debate.  "And I
think we touched upon all of that and
I think that's probably due to the for-
mat and the good preparation of the
panel."
The issue of war with Iraq was still
left unanswered for some.
"A lot of the questions that were
asked, they both seemed to drift away,
especially on the war issue," said Joel
Camposeco, freshman respiratory
therapy major. "They really didn't
give their opinions on whether or not
we should go to war.  They just based
it on the president's decision, which I
didn't like because I actually wanted
to hear their opinion on it. Overall, it
was a good debate.  I think Kirk might
have had him beat, though."
Although considering the limited
time allotted for each of the candi-
date's responses, Angelika Soldan,
assistant professor of Social Sciences
and panel member, said, "There are
always questions that are not totally
answered, for instance, the questions
referring to the Supreme Court jus-
tices.  But these are very complex
issues, so it's not that easy [to answer
them]."
The general consensus about the
debate was positive in that it brought
awareness to campus students, faculty
and the community.
"I thought the debate was very ben-
eficial to UTB/TSC because we got
the community involved, finally," said
Michelle Garcia, junior English major
and panelist.  "I think it helped a lot of
students understand the political
issues."
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Club Spotlight
Club name: UTB/TSC Chess
Club
Purpose: To promote the game of
chess and camaraderie among mem-
bers of the university community
interested in playing chess. 
President: Erick Vallarino
Vice President: Victor Flores
Treasurer: Emede Tovar
Secretary: Patricia Sanchez 
Web master: Sergio Martinez
Sponsors: Vince Solis, Rosendo
Garcia, Isabel De la Torre Hansen,
Hector Castillo.
Meets: At noon each Wednesday
in the Student Union's
Bougainvillea Room.
Events: Hosts chess tournaments,
volunteers at Boo at the Zoo, Rio
Reforestation, Beach Cleanup, and
tutors elementary students in chess.
For more information, contact:
Vince Solis at 554-5138.
--Compiled by Leslie Robinson
DAMARIS GLORIA/COLLEGIAN
Members of the UTB/TSC Chess Club are (front row, from left)
Raul Hernandez, Josie Jasso, Luis Gutierrez, Jaime Flores and
Emede Tovar, treasurer. Middle row: David Jacinto, Pattie Perez
and Victor Flores, vice president, Luis Lopez and Patricia Sanchez,
secretary. Back row: Erick Vallarino, president; Arturo Alvarado;
Sergio Martinez, web master; Javier Delgado and Hugo Perez.
Chess team places 4th
at state competition
The UTB/TSC Chess Team placed fourth in the 2002 Texas State Grade and
Collegiate Championship held Oct. 26-27 in Fort Worth.
Team member Erick Vallarino placed eighth in individual competition.
Also competing for UTB/TSC were Victor Flores, Jaime Flores, Hugo Perez,
David Jacinto and Art Alvarado.  
Seven colleges and universities competed in the event but only five placed: the
University of Texas at Dallas came in first with a score of 13.5; Texas A&M was
second with a score of 12.0; UT-Austin was third with a score of 11.0; UT-
Brownsville was fourth with a score of 10.5; and the University of North Texas
was fifth with a score of 4.5.
Also competing were UT-Arlington and UT-Pan American. 
By Leslie Robinson
Staff Writer
Who’s Your Coach For 
Retirement Planning?
"We are working toward, within 10
years, to having 20,000 students attend-
ing the institution and to have those
20,000 students retained at a very high
rate," Fossen said. "That means that stu-
dents will enroll and meet their goals rel-
ative to receiving certificates and
degrees. Currently, we are at almost
10,000--that means that within the next
10 years, we hope to double our student
population." 
Fossen said the retention rate for first-
time, full-time degree-seeking freshman
students after one academic year is 68.97
percent.
Asked whether the goal of 20,000 stu-
dents is feasible, Fossen replied, "I think
so. I think it's very doable. Our commu-
nity is growing very rapidly, and so has
our campus. I think we will continue to
grow and serve our community and actu-
ally the world, relative to improving pop-
ulations of international students and
increasing our populations of students
who attend from out of the area in order
to participate in our very excellent aca-
demic programs." 
Asked what the challenges are and
what resources are needed to accommo-
date 20,000 students, Fossen replied,
"We're going to need more space. …We
really don't have adequate space at this
point to provide the services and instruc-
tion that 20,000 students need. So we
really do need to work with our commu-
nity to help them understand the impor-
tance of passing that bond [proposal]."
Fossen said the university also needs to
offer more scholarships and financial aid.
"Often students who are not retained
have some barriers regarding money,"
she said. 
She said the university needs to look at
continuing to solicit grants that will help
academic programs and needs to expand
the amount of help that business and
industry gives for curriculum and prepar-
ing students for jobs.
"We need to work with our local public
schools and private schools to assist the
students and their parents to understand
how they can complete their goals here,"
Fossen said.
She said the university also will have to
improve its technological infrastructure.
"Distance education is becoming very
pervasive and important," Fossen said.
"There are many students who benefit
from a combination of on-ground classes
in the institution, as well as online
instruction and services available to
them. … We're going to need resources
so that we can retrofit our technological
infrastructure … as it relates to providing
students with services that they need to
be successful in the online environment."
She also spoke about improving the
efficiency of the university. 
"We're looking at improving our statis-
tical analysis system and our measure-
ment of how we are doing as far as help-
ing students be retained," she said.
Fossen, who will receive an annual
salary of $85,000 from UTB/TSC,
earned a bachelor's degree in secondary
education and a master's degree in career
guidance and counseling from Montana
State University-Northern in Havre. 
She has worked as vice president for
Student Services at Lane Community
College in Eugene Ore., as well as vari-
ous Enrollment and Student Affairs posi-
tions at Skagit Valley College in Mount
Vernon Wash., Central Wyoming College
in Riverton, Montana State University-
Northern in Havre and Prince William
Sound Community College in Valdez,
Alaska.
"I have worked for the past 20 years in
Alaska, Wyoming, Montana, Washington
and Oregon in higher education adminis-
tration," Fossen said. "I've been closely
involved with both the retention and
recruitment of students in all of those
positions."
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Field Day
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Maricruz Uribe of the Business Office, Nelson Perez of Curriculum and
Instruction, Vicenta Fernandez of Distance Education and Sandra
Hernandez of Human Resources participate in the Sewing Relay during
Field Day Oct. 25 in the Garza Gym. The Gold Team won the relay.
Other first-place winners are as follows: Over/Under Relay, Blue Team;
Cone Relay, Green Team; Hula-Hoop Hoopla (women's division),
Viviana Zacarias of the Orange Team; Hula-Hoop Hoopla (men's divi-
sion); David Flores of the Blue Team; Top Gun Flyer (women's divi-
sion), Tonie Ruiz of the Green Team; Top Gun Flyer (men's division),
Daniel Lyne of the Blue Team; Balloon Relay, Gold Team; Frequent
Flyer, Gold Team; and Volleyball, Blue Team. The Blue Team earned the
most points, winning the overall championship.
and a lot of people come in asking for
those types of positions, but we do
have production in which we create
commercials, so clerical is definitely
in there. … Currently we don't have
openings, but when we do, applica-
tions are kept in file and are consid-
ered," said Carina Lopez, business
manager for the TV station.
Other representatives from out of
the Valley wanted to let students know
where they were located in case they
moved to the area and needed a job.
"We want [students] to know that we
are located in the Austin area and if
they're interested in moving, we
would love to have them on our cam-
pus," said Kathryn Turnbull, nurse
recruiter for St. David's HealthCare
Partnership in Austin.  
Torres was happy with the career
expo results.  
"We had an outstanding outcome,"
said Torres. "[The expo gives stu-
dents] an opportunity to market their
skills and to know what is out there in
their communities and to know what
jobs are available. … By having these
establishments and companies [partic-
ipate], they give the students an
opportunity to apply for some of the
job openings they have." 
More career expos are planned on
campus.
"We're holding quite a few job expos
and so the employers are eager to
come on campus," said Debbie
Huerta, assistant director for the
Counseling Center.
An education expo will take place
from 3 to 7 p.m. Nov. 13. in the
Student Union's Gran Salon.
For information about careers, con-
tact Rick Gonzales, David Gonzalez
or Mario Torres at the Career Services
Center, located in Tandy 205, or call
the department at 544-8292.
Expo
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La primera vicerrectora asociada de
Planeación de Inscripciones dijo que la
meta para el año 2010 de 20,000 estudi-
antes se ve "muy factible".
Linda Fossen empezó sus respon-
sabilidades el 14 de octubre.
"Mis responsabilidades incluyen el
supervisar a los grupos de trabajo que
están estrechamente relacionados con la
retención y el reclutamiento de los estu-
diantes", dijo Fossen. "Yo superviso
específicamente  las oficinas de
Admisiones, Inscripciones, Ayuda
Financiera, Administración de Datos,
Oficina de Exámenes y Relaciones de
Nuevos Estudiantes".
Fossen ha empezado el proceso de
adaptarse a la universidad y los individ-
uos que forman parte de ésta.
"En este momento, me estoy enfocan-
do principalmente en familiarizarme
con la universidad, con sus individuos y
con los estudiantes que trabajan en
ella", dijo Fossen. "Estamos trabajando
específicamente para mejorar nuestros
procedimientos de reclutamiento de
nuevos estudiantes y estamos viendo la
posibilidad de mejorar la retención de
estudiantes".
La nueva vicerrectora asociada dijo
que ella se unirá al esfuerzo para alcan-
zar la meta de inscripciones para el año
2010.
"Estamos trabajando para que dentro
de 10 años tengamos 20,000 estudiantes
asistiendo a esta institución y mantener
a esos 20,000 estudiantes en un alto
índice", dijo Fossen. "Eso significa que
los estudiantes se inscribirán y con-
seguirán sus metas relativas a recibir
certificados y títulos universitarios. En
este momento, tenemos casi 10,000
estudiantes, eso significa que dentro de
10 años esperamos tener el doble de la
población estudiantil".
Fossen dijo que el porcentaje de
retención es 68.97 por ciento en cuanto
estudiantes de primer año, de tiempo
completo que buscan un título, después
de un año académico.
Al preguntársele si la meta de 20,000
estudiantes era factible, Fossen
respondió, "Yo pienso que sí.  Pienso
que es muy factible. Nuestra comu-
nidad está creciendo rápidamente y de
la misma manera el campus. Pienso que
seguiremos creciendo, sirviendo a
nuestra comunidad, ayudando a mejorar
las poblaciones de estudiantes interna-
cionales, incrementar nuestra población
de estudiantes que viven fuera del dis-
trito, para participar en nuestros exce-
lentes programas académicos".
Cuando se le preguntó sobre los retos
y los recursos necesarios para aco-
modar a los 20,000 estudiantes, Fossen
respondió, "Vamos a necesitar más
espacio ... realmente no contamos con
el espacio adecuado en este momento
para proveer servicios e instrucción a
20,000 estudiantes. Realmente necesi-
tamos trabajar con nuestra comunidad
para ayudarles a entender la importan-
cia de pasar el bono [la propuesta]".
Fossen dijo que la universidad nece-
sita ofrecer más becas y ayuda
financiera.
"A menudo los estudiantes no han
sido retenidos por problemas
financieros", dijo ella.
Ella dijo que la universidad necesita
continuar solicitando concesiones que
ayuden a programas académicos y que
necesita expandir la cantidad de ayuda
que un negocio o una industria da en su
plan de estudios para preparar a estudi-
antes para trabajos.
"Necesitamos trabajar con nuestras
escuelas locales públicas y privadas
para asistir a los estudiantes y a sus
padres a entender como pueden ayudar-
les a sus hijos a conseguir sus metas
aquí", dijo Fossen.
Fossen dijo que la universidad tam-
bién tendrá que mejorar su infraestruc-
tura tecnológica.
"La educación de larga distancia se
está haciendo más penetrante e impor-
tante", dijo Fossen.
"Hay muchos estudiantes que se ben-
efician de la combinación de clases en
la institución, a la vez que por instruc-
ción vía Internet y servicios que se les
proveen ... Vamos a necesitar recursos
para que podamos modificar nuestra
infraestructura tecnológica ... así como
se relaciona el proveer servicios con
servicios que necesitan ser exitosos en
el ambiente de Internet".
Fossen, quien recibirá un salario
anual de $85,000 de UTB/TSC, recibió
una licenciatura en educación secun-
daria y una maestría en guía profesion-
al y consejería de la Universidad del
Estado de Montana norte en Havre.
Ella ha trabajado como vicerrectora
de Servicios Estudiantiles en la
Universidad Lane en Eugene, Ore., a la
vez que en varios puestos de inscrip-
ciones y asuntos estudiantiles en la
Universidad Skagit Valley en Mount
Vernon, Wash., Universidad Central
Wyoming en Riverton, Universidad del
Estado de Montana norte en Havre y la
Universidad Prince William Sound en
Valdez, Alaska.
"He trabajado por los últimos 20 años
en Alaska, Wyoming, Montana,
Washington y Oregon en la adminis-
tración de la educación superior", dijo
Fossen. "He estado implicada de cerca
con retención y reclutamiento de estu-
diantes en todas las posiciones".
Se contrata jefa de Planeación de Inscripciones
Por Ildefonso Ortiz








Pasatiempos: Leer, ir al cine, ver la
televisión, hacer nuevas amistades,
viajar, conocer gente nueva y apren-
der nuevas culturas.
¿Cuál ha sido tu reto más grande?
"Mi reto más grande ha sido el termi-
nar una carrera y cuando consiga este
reto tomaré mi doctorado".
¿Cuáles son tus metas a corto y
largo plazo? "Terminar mis estudios,
irme de interna a Washington, graduar
y tomar mi doctorado".
¿Qué has hecho en beneficio de la
comunidad? "He participado en el
club Cultural Latinoamericano, en las
limpiezas de la playa; eso ha sido todo






Mamogramas programados en el campus para el 23 y 24 de octubre con la
unidad móbil del hospital Valley Baptist Medical Center han sido cancelados
debido a problemas mecánicos. La unidad móbil ha vuelto a programar los
exámenes para el 14 y 15 de noviembre. Llamar a Adelina Buentello, secre-
taria de Servicios de Salud Estudiantil, al 544-8951 si quiere hacer una cita.
El costo del mamograma es de $65. Se aceptará Medicare, Medicaid y la
mayoría de seguros médicos.
El Club Universitario del Libro se reunirá a mediodía el 15 de noviembre
en la librería de UTB/TSC para discutir el libro "Things Left Unfinished at
the Time of Creation" (Las cosas que no se terminaron al inicio de la
creación) por John Philip Santos. Estas memorias exploran la historia famil-
iar del autor, incluyendo su intento de resolver el misterio del suicidio de su
abuelo en San Antonio en 1939. El trabajo es una meditación en la naturaleza
de la identidad mexicana y méxicoamericana y cómo las dos usualmente
están en conflicto.
Sigma Delta Pi busca estudiantes que canten y reciten poesía en español,
que bailen música folclórica o que toquen  instrumentos musicales para par-
ticipar en su presentación de la "Noche Bohemia", programada para el 15 de
noviembre a las 7 p.m. en el patio entre los edificios Norte y Sur. Para may-
ores informes, llamar a María del Carmen González al 544-8250 o al 346-
3521.
Los interesados en publicar noticias de clubes, organizaciones o departa-
mentos en la sección de breves, llamar a Lorena Cruz al 544-5143. La fecha
límite para la publicación del 11 de noviembre es hoy a las 5 p.m.
Breves







Edgar de la Garza, sophomore finance major, gets his fortune told by

















part in the tour,
which began after
midnight.
Freshman Tony Sanchez clowns around in a coffin. Sanchez scared
many who thought he was not for real.
Photos by
Sonia Mejia
Phantasmic night for guys and ghouls
On a rainy Oct. 26, 225 students filled the Student Union's Gran Salon for the
Helloween Lock-In.  
"The doors were closed at 10:30 p.m., and students were locked in until 7 the
next morning when the sun came up," said Vince Solis, director of Student
Activities.
Possessed clowns in coffins, spider webs, skeletons and candles gave the ball-
room a ghoulish atmosphere as students gathered to watch "The Exorcist." 
Student Activities provided candies, cokes, chips and popcorn.
Solis said that 175 participants posed for a computer-generated "funny photo."
Students could pick from an array of backgrounds.
Two hundred students lined up to have their fortune told by palm-reading sis-
ters Laura and Angelica Adams. 
Azenett Cornejo, coordinator for Student Publications, read an account of the
woman who haunts the Old Morgue.
After midnight, members of RGV Paranormal Investigative International took
more than 100 people ghost hunting on the UTB/TSC campus.  Although no
ghosts were caught on tape that night, ghost hunter Kenneth Fairchild said he
detected some supernatural activity.
After the ghost-hunting tour, the students were fed pizza.
During a séance, 12 people surrounded two others who tried to communicate
with the dead via a Ouija board as spectators watched.  Eric Morales, one of the
persons in the circle, reported that he felt sick after the séance.
The "Fear Factor" games were a crowd-pleaser. One game involved drinking
concoctions made up of ingredients such as raw eggs, milk, grape soda, tomato
juice, lemon juice and tabasco sauce.
Other Fear Factor games involved blindfolded participants eating cooked parts
of animals. Some of the blindfolded players were placed in front of a covered
pig's head. Not knowing what lay in front of them, the players ate whatever the
audience would yell out. The audience shouted out what animal parts to dish out
next; not even the eyeballs were spared.  Other animal parts included a cow's
tongue, dried fish, chicken feet and chicken liver.
The water game was also very popular. The game consisted of a team of two
players, with one person bobbing for a sponge in the water and then proceeding
to move toward a container where his or her teammate awaited.  Both players
would then try to squeeze as much water as possible from the sponge using their
mouths.
Winners of the Fear Factor games received caps, shirts and water bottles.
By Sonia Mejia
Staff Writer
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Lady Scorpions’ playoff hopes swept away
Team Sting won't be going to the
playoffs after losing a match to
Wharton County Junior College 27-30,
14-30 and 27-30. The Oct. 26 loss
drops the Lady Scorpions to 3-11 over-
all and 2-8 in conference. 
Coach "Skippy" Brown could not
quite put his finger on why the team's
play was sub par.
"They just weren't clicking," Brown
said. "I don't know what it was, it's hard
to pinpoint. It was nothing for me to get
upset about or anything, they just didn't
perform as high as they normally
would. They played hard but certain
things have to click. When we're on,
we're on, and if we're off, we're just
OK. … If everybody is on, we can beat
everybody, except Lee."
Brown did not expect to lose the
match, so he was surprised and disap-
pointed.
"They beat us three straight and I did-
n't think that was going to happen,"
Brown said. "I was a little disappointed
and the team was a little bit disappoint-
ed. I think the girls were doing a good
job this year and I think that was just
kind of an off game for them."
Although Brown was disappointed
that the opportunity to go to the play-
offs was closed, he was upbeat about
the season.
"I think it's been a successful season
despite the change, as far as the players
adapting to my style of coaching, which
is quite different from the last coach,"
Brown said. "You can look in their
faces and see that they're happy and
everything is going fine. I'm happy, the
girls are happy and the school should be
happy they got some good players."
Brown said the players have been
doing an excellent job despite the
demands on their time, which include
practice, games, school work and com-
munity service, such as volunteering to
read to children from kindergarten
through third grade.
"The girls are doing well in school,"
Brown said. "What people need to
understand is how difficult it is for
these players with the schedule that we
have, working out three hours a day and
playing every single weekend and still
maintain and do well in school. For
them to make really good grades is out-
standing."
At the time of the interview, Brown
was busy preparing his team for its final
home stand on Friday and Saturday
against Galveston College and Alvin
Community College, respectively.
Results were not available at press
time.
Though they're out of the playoffs,
Brown is concentrating on keeping his
team out of the cellar. 
"I think this has been a good year for
the team regardless of what happens
this weekend," Brown said. "We want
to win.  We're going to do everything
we can to win, and we're preparing to




Outside hitter Axle Valle (center) attempts to block a hit by outside hitter Jessica
Vargas during Team Sting’s practice as defensive specialist Amanda Garcia (far
left) and outside hitter Crystal Bosmans look on.
Name: Stephanie María







Hobbies: Rock climbing and
scuba diving
Favorite Food: Sushi
Favorite Team: San Francisco
49ers
Favorite Athlete: Michael Jordan
Began Playing Volleyball: at age
7
Personal Goals: "To become a
coach and do well."
Team Goals: "At least to win
these next two [games]."
Awards/Honors: First Team All-
District, First Team All-Area and
First Team All-Valley in 2001;
Honorable Mention in 1999.
Where do you see yourself in 10
years? "Back at home in Hawaii
with at least three children and,
hopefully, married."





Emmitt Smith surpassed Walter
Payton's all-time rushing record of
16,726 yards on Oct. 27 vs. the
Seattle Seahawks. The Seahawks
will likely now be known for its bad
teams, bad uniforms, and as the team
Smith ran against to get the record. 
Even the people who knew nothing
about the sport will remember this
event. Smith has what many experts
would call the pearl of football, prob-
ably the greatest record in the NFL.
When Smith began his football
career in 1990, he scribbled on a lit-
tle paper that he would one day pass
the great Walter Payton. Twelve
years and 16, 743 yards later, he is on
top of the pack and it's so sweet.
Smith didn't jump into the crowd or
sign a football; he raised his arms in
the air, hugged his mother, thanked
God and got back to football. 
I will forever remember the image
of Smith sobbing on Daryl "Moose"
Johnston's shoulder as he thanked
him. Johnston served as Smith's lead
blocker for nine years. Smith was
never a selfish player and he never
changed. That is why he is loved by
the NFL and its fans, not just people
in Dallas or Texas. 
The record didn't go to a 49er, a
Ram, a Bronco, a Texan or any other
team. It went to America's team,
where the players wear stars on the
side of their helmet. All the Rookie
has to say is run, Emmitt, run.
--Alejandro Rivera
KRT CAMPUS
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All letters must be typed,
saved on disk and no longer
than 250 words. Letters must
include the name, classifica-
tion and phone number of let-
ter writer or the 
letter cannot be published.
Opinions expressed in 
The Collegian are those of the
writers and do not necessarily
reflect the views of 
The Collegian or UTB/TSC
administrators. The editor
reserves the right to edit let-
ters for grammar and content.
Student Soapbox
Do you know who Ron Kirk and 
John Cornyn are?
"They are political people running
for office right now."
--Abraham Gracia 
Sophomore kinesiology major















"Democrats, running for gover-
nor."
--Eric Rodriguez
Junior computer science major
--Compiled by Leslie Robinson
Letters to the
Editor Policy
Looks like old guys are Dems' hope
No one can deny that it's much easier to watch "My Three Sons" on retro-cable
than to figure out what to do on Election Day. In two major jurisdictions, we're
looking not to the 21st century, MTV-VH1 generation, but are throwing the ball
to the old guys--namely, Frank Lautenberg in New Jersey and Walter Mondale in
Minnesota.
Lautenberg was recruited when disgraced Sen. Robert Torricelli was forced to
step aside. Mondale is the consensus replacement candidate for Minnesota Sen.
Paul Wellstone, who died in a plane crash Oct. 25. But Mondale is not Wellstone,
nor does he represent what Wellstone did. For the Democrats, he, like
Lautenberg, is a known name and maybe, just maybe, even electable with just
days to campaign.
But face the facts: Both guys are septuagenarians. Where's the present, let alone
the future?
In New York, we are so pathetic that Rush Limbaugh has to stoke Carl
McCall's gubernatorial campaign. Limbaugh has a point when he says the
Democratic National Committee is "not standing behind" McCall and that New
York is on the verge of "a slipshod victory" for Gov. George Pataki. Limbaugh,
who no doubt wants Pataki to win, is doing what the national Democratic Party
isn't: cajoling regular folks to send a dollar or two to McCall's campaign so there
will be "a genuine competition here."
Hello!  Why does it take a Limbaugh to lead this crusade?
Who wants to get into this fray?
When I was oh so much younger, I thought of going this route. On the don't-do-
it side: In first grade I forced a new kid, who turned out to be a cousin, to eat a
roach. I could just see some journalists digging that up. On the do-it side: I am
from Deep South poverty, and I did pick one piece of cotton outside Plains, Ga.,
so I can honestly say, "I picked cotton!"
OK, I jest. But people like me with a brain and a heart have been discouraged
from going for the political gold. Now we're pretty much stuck with the oldsters
or the scions of those who've done it before--sons of Mario Cuomo, Hubert
Humphrey and Mondale, daughter of Robert Kennedy and, on a New York level,
the begots of such as Basil Paterson (state Sen. David) and Harlem's blemished
icon, the Rep. Adam Clayton Powell Jr. (Assemblyman Adam).
But where are the rest of us? Where, truly, is the new generation of political
thinkers, of policymakers?
Wellstone, God bless him, said in an article in The Nation years ago: "We do
not lack ideas. We do not lack knowledge. We do not lack committed people. But
we lack a national commitment."
Too many of us are wiling away our time because we presume we have no
power of the political kind. But as Bill Cosby admonished a full house at my
church a few Sundays ago, "Do something."
Wellstone did. Mondale did. And now Lautenberg and Mondale are being asked
to do it again.
Where are the rest of us?
E.R. Shipp is a columnist for the New York Daily News. She won the Pulitzer
Prize for commentary in 1996.
By E.R. Shipp
New York Daily News
The Cameron County Judge debate on Oct. 16 was an exciting political
event for all of us.
As faculty adviser for Pi Sigma Alpha, I would like to take advantage of
this opportunity to thank all who contributed to making this event happen.
Moreover, I can assure you that we strive to overcome the few organiza-
tional shortcomings. It was an extraordinary learning experience for all of
us.
Hope to see you at the next debate.
Angelika Soldan
Social Sciences assistant professor
Letter to the Editor
www.sa.utb.edu/collegian/
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Top 5 selling music CDs
The Collegian recently asked local stores
what their best-selling music CDs are. Prices
do not include tax. They are as follows:
Best Buy, 2701 Pablo Kisel Blvd., Brownsville
Nirvana's self-titled track "Nirvana," $10.99
Circuit City, 1010 Mexico St., Brownsville
Santana's "Shaman," $11.99
Sam Goody, 2340 N. Expressway, Brownsville
Eminem's soundtrack "8 Mile," $10.99
Target, 2940 Boca Chica Blvd., Brownsville
Las Ketchup's self-titled "Las Ketchup,"
$14.99
Wal-Mart, 3500 W. FM 3248, Brownsville Faith
Hill's "Cry," $9.94
--Compiled by Jamie Standeford
Capricorn (Dec. 23-Jan. 19):
Now that you've let the Mr. Hyde
out, it's time to unleash the wild
beast.  Put down the needlepoint
and find a mate.  Now's your time;
go get 'em, tiger!
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 19):
You're not as cool as you think, but
your charm does work and your
actions will soon be taken into con-
sideration.  Keep your eyes open
and make sure you blink.
Pisces (Feb. 20-March 20): You
know, you're not Mother Teresa,
you can't make mountains out of
mole hills; so stop trying to change
the world and worry about your
own.  
Aries (March 21-April 20):
Your energy can be quite conta-
gious, so put it to some good use.
Try letting it all out on the dance
floor with the millennium version
of "Saturday Night Fever."
Taurus (April 21-May 21): OK,
love is in the air for you.  Now if
only your mouth wouldn't keep get-
ting in the way, then maybe you'd
find true love.  Then maybe you can
stop relying on trashy novels to get
you through the night.
Gemini (May 22-June 22):
Would you please make up your
mind? The world does not have
time to wait for you.  Just make sure
you lift the toilet seat because you
might just fall in.
Cancer (June 21-July 23): Come
out of your shell! You are going to
asphyxiate and no one will be able
to hear your screams.
Leo (July 24- Aug. 22): Did you
know that applying mascara while
you drive is hazardous? And adjust-
ing the rear-view mirror just to take
a last glance at your hair can kill
you.
Virgo (Aug. 24-Sept. 23): When
trying to find Mr./Mrs. Right,
maybe you should leave the sneak-
ers at home for once.  Then, if all
else fails, at least you will have a
chance at winning a "Sexy Legs"
contest! 
Libra (Sept. 24-Oct. 22): We all
know you bought the most famous
and most expensive shirt in the
store.  Just a piece of advice: Be
careful with your money, it doesn't
grow on trees.
Mystik Sisters
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‘Shared Space’ exhibit opens Friday
The art exhibit "Shared Space: Art
from the Commerce Street Co-op"
opens with a reception at 7:30 p.m.
Friday in the Alonso Building, 501 E.
St. Charles.
It will feature the works of Kisti
Beckwith, David Bishop, Nancy
Russell, Sylvia Senteno and
UTB/TSC Fine Arts professor Nancy
Sclight, all of whom have works in the
Commerce Street Co-op Cobalt
Gallery in Harlingen.
Sclight, who teaches ceramics,
design and sculpture at UTB/TSC, has
exhibited her works and conducted
workshops throughout the United
States and Mexico. Some of her works
are in the collections of the state
Museum of Guanajuato, Mexico, the
International Ceramics Cooperative in
Imola, Italy, and Centro Sperimentale,
Switzerland. 
The daughter of an architect, Sclight
knew at a young age that she wanted
to be an artist. Most of her inspiration
comes from working with clay, in
which she can express her moods and
the way she sees the world. From the
first class she took in college, she
enjoyed working with clay the most.
"It is a different way of expression
and inspiration," Sclight said.
Through her art, she is able to com-
municate how powerful nature is in
the four elements of earth, fire, wind,
and water. She wants the viewer to
feel the energy of nature through the
way she molds and works the natural
materials such as clay, glass and
stone.
Sclight tries to evoke awe or wonder
for the materials of the earth and "the
metamorphosis that deals with forces
of nature." 
"Time Machine," "Entwined" and
"Window on the World"--all clay-and-
glass works, are some of the profes-
sor's works to be shown in the exhib-
it. 
Asked what principle she empha-
sizes to her students, Sclight replied,
"Hard work. If it is something you
love, you should follow your heart
and work." 




“Window on the World” by Nancy Sclight
WEDNESDAY MADNESS
$$$ DOLLAR DAYS! $$$
WEDNESDAYS ONLY!
from 8 a.m. until 7 p.m.
AT THE NEW STUDENT
UNION
FOOD COURT







$1 Off All Sandwich
Combos
Reduced Pricing On
Other Items!
